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Foreword to NINJAL Project Review
It is my utmost pleasure to announce the launching of this new series of publication from 
NINJAL or the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics. On October 1, 
2009, the Institute, formerly named The National Institute for Japanese Language, was 
restructured and set out on its new mission as a member of the Japan Inter-University 
Research Institute Corporation embracing four groups of research institutes, to one of which, 
the National Institutes for the Humanities, it directly belongs. The addition of the word 
“linguistics” at the end of the name promises a wider and exciting range of approaches to the 
study of Japanese from descriptive, theoretical, and interdisciplinary vantage points on the 
international stage.
　　The primary goal of NINJAL is thus to deepen our understanding of the nature of 
Japanese as a human language by promoting a diversity of large-scale joint research projects 
involving researchers in and outside Japan who are working at the frontiers of various ﬁelds 
of Japanese linguistics and related areas such as the teaching of Japanese as a second 
language and natural language processing.
　　NINJAL Project Review aims to report on some of the on-going research projects or 
survey the main outcomes of completed projects in a way that is readily accessible not only 
to specialists of Japanese linguistics but also to non-specialists who are interested in grasping 
the outline of activities at NINJAL. In this sense, it is not strictly a journal or a research 
report; rather, it provides a bird’s-eye “review” of the major research projects being done at 
NINJAL.
　　To facilitate faster and wider communication with academic communities, NINJAL 
Project Review will be issued online, four times a year, and the four issues combined into one 
annual volume will be sent out to university libraries and institutes in printed form.
　　I sincerely hope that this new publication will open up a fresh channel of active and 
fruitful communication between NINJAL and researchers in the Japanese language around 
the world.
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